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VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL

Mr. Anthony Hayes
Chicago Park District
541 North Fairbanks
Chicago, Illinois 60611

Mr. Bernard Bono
Kerr-McGee Chemical, LLC
800 Weyrauch Street
West Chicago, Illinois 60185

RE: DuSable Park Investigation Work Plan dated October 4, 2001

Dear Messrs. Hayes and Bono:

U.S. EPA would like to resolve, as soon as possible, the
outstanding issues regarding the DuSable Park Investigation Work
Plan. On January 30, 2002, U.S. EPA gave its comments to Kerr-
McGee regarding Kerr-McGee's November 12,.2001 revisions to its
October 4, 2001 DuSable Park Investigation Work Plan and sent
copies of those comments to the Chicago Park District and River
East LLC. On January 31, 2002, U.S. EPA received the Chicago
Park District's comment on the above-referenced work plan. Below
you will find the Park District's comment in bold face. Please
note the consultant for the Park District is Carnow, Conibear &
Associates, Ltd.(CCA) of Chicago, Illinois.

1. The Plan appears to be adequate to characterize the site for

the presence of buried thorium in the vicinity of the anomalies.
Please note that no information was provided regarding the U.S.
EPA previous work and how the location of the anomalies were
determined. CCA recommends that the Park District requests from
the U.S. EPA the above information in order to determine if
additional areas should be surveyed at the site.
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U.S. EPA Response:

During December 2000, U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator, Verneta
Simon, and Senior Health Physicist, Larry Jensen, accompanied by
Chuck Webber of the Chicago Park District, collected three
samples from DuSable Park. These samples were analyzed by Argonne
National Laboratory and the results were the following:

Soil sample #1 Radium-226 (Ra-226) 0.98 picocuries per gram(pCi/g)
Ra-228 ' 2.67
Total radium (Ra-226 + Ra-228) 3.65
Thorium-228 2.4
Potassium-40 6.1
Europium-155 0.27

Soil sample #2 Radium-226 (Ra-226) 0.79 picocuries per gram (pCi/g)
Ra-228 ' 10.4
Total radium (Ra-226 + Ra-228) 11.2
Thorium-228 9.7
Potassium-40 less than 0.5
Europium-155 less than 0.2

"Stone" sample Radium-226 (Ra-226) 120 picocuries per gram (pCi/g)
Ra-228 ' 10,300
Total radium (Ra-226 + Ra-228) 10,420
Thorium-228 7,350
Potassium-40 1,340
Europium-155 440

Our clean-up criteria for the Lindsay Light Sites is 7.1 pCi/g
total radium, which soil sample # 2 and "stone" sample exceed.
U.S. EPA previously provided these results to the Chicago Park
District in an e-mail dated December 26, 2000.

On April 18, 20, and May 2, Larry Jensen, Verneta Simon, and
U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator Fred Micke returned to the park
with a Global Positioning System (GPS) unit connected to a gamma
detector. Measurements were taken in equal time intervals as with
the gamma detector as we walked transects over the site. Due to
loss of line-of-sight with the satellites, little data was
collected on the steep western slope of the park. Three
anomalies, in addition to the one found in December 2000, are
shown on the accompanying GPS map. These are areas where the
count rate increased over the site background and are shown as
clusters of pink, red, yellow and blue dots. Background count



rates were less than about 8,000 counts per minute. Peak rates
exceeded 15,000 counts per minute. U.S. EPA previously provided
the GPS map to the Park District in either correspondence to your
counsel or during a 2001 meeting, but another copy is enclosed.

Also, enclosed is a copy of the comments sent by U.S. EPA on
January 30, 2002 to Kerr-McGee. Again, please feel free to
contact me at (312) 886-3601, or Fred Micke, On-Scene
Coordinator, at (312) 886-5123, or Larry Jensen, Senior Health
Physicist, at (312) 886-5026.

Sincerely,

Verneta Simon
On-Scene Coordinator

Enclosures:

1. Facsimile dated January 31, 2002 from the Chicago Park
District to the U.S. EPA

2. Comments sent by U.S. EPA on January 30, 2002 to Kerr-McGee

3 . Global Positioning map of DuSable Park Walkover Radiation
Survey

cc : Mr. Naren Prasad
City of Chicago
Department of Environment
Solid Waste and Technical Services
25th Floor
30 North LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60602-2575



bcc: Mary Fulghum C-14J, w/o enclosures
Larry Jensen, SE-5J, w/o enclosures
Mike Joyce, P-19J, w/o enclosures
Padma Klejwa, C-14J, w/o enclosures
Linda Nachowicz, SE-5J, w/o enclosures
Fred Micke, SE-5J, w/o enclosures
Debbie Regel, SE-5J, w/o enclosures


